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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find aman, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth. . > s ° ° ° ° - Jeremiah, v. 1. 


aan : 3 
INTELLIGENCE FROM KENTUCKY. 


[We are in possession of a letter from Jonn Taytor, 
of Kentucky, author of Thoughts on Missions, written to 
a friend of his in this city. The following extracts may 
not be deemed uninteresting to those who have read his 
Thoughts on Missions, while they will serve to show the 
opposition those must expect to encounter, who express 
their sentiments without disguise. | 


“6 Dearly beloved brother, 

‘J have lately received a letter from brother Trott, 
informing me of your reception of a little present I sent 
you last fall, viz. Thoughts on Missions. ‘To be sure, 
it gave a backwoods man some encouragement, to learn 
that you approved of said Thoughts. Brother Trott inti- 
mated to me, (for [ have not yet seen your letter to him) 
that you thought it might be well to re-publish Thoughts 
on Missions, and in that case you would take one hun- 
dred copies. After conversing with some of my friends, 
they think it not best for me to re-publish it, for a dread- 
ful tempest is already blowing in Kentucky, on account 
of my little homespun book. The most influential Bap- 
tists are the most set against it. This you know brother, 
is enough to make a poor little old fellow tremble, and 
especially if he should be a little cowardly. 

‘¢ A few months past, a Church on Elkhorn, called for 
a number of ministers to assist them to ordain a youn 
preacher; myself was among the number called. After 
we had entered on that business, a great man (Jacob by 
name,) rose up, and in a very resentful tone, declared 
if { was admitted, he would not act. Here was a large 
meeting-house full of people, and though I insisted on an 
explanation, none was given: I of course declined offi- 


ciating. I am now a member of a small young Church 
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in the forks of Elkhorn, called Buck Run, about eight 
miles from Frankfort: our number is about 60 members 
Some of our members were at this ordination meeting. 
At the next monthly meeting of Buck Run, the Church 
wrote a letter to the man who had made this onset on me 
requesting him to come forward, and lay in any legal 
charges against me that he chose. He was two months 
preparing to come, and in place of using the law of Jesus 
Christ in coming to me, he went to their Board of Mis- 
sions, and solicited help, asking them if they meant to 
leave him to make the attack single handed at Buck Run, > 
or if it was ever known for a general to go into the field 
without an army. The Board was generous, and granted 
him as great a troop as he desired. Many were appoint- 
ed, but only six made their appearance with him at Buck 
Run. Two of them were lawyers, and the others high 
dignitaries of the Board. When the general, as he had 
styled himself, was called on by the Church to lay in his 
charges, for a season he was so perfectly chap-fallen, that 
the assembly which had met on that occasion, were filled 
with wonder, for he is a mighty orator, and sometimes 
boasts that his artiilery is in his mouth. When he had ~ 
recovered a little from his spasm, he began to complain 
of a contradiction there was between the Church’s record, 
on that point, and the letter they had sent to him; and 
as he was under no obligation to appear there as a prose- 
cutor, he would not bring forward a charge; but if the 
Church would accuse their own member, and call on him 
and the men that were with him, he would give them di- 
rections: and then proceeded to state in a very dictatorial 
tone, that they would never do right, till they expelled 
their member that had committed the offence—not na- 
ming what the offence was. ‘The clerk of the Church then 
drew up an answer, with a design to bring forward every 
thing that the general or his troop, or any other person 
could say against the book or its author. The purport 
of the answer was as follows: Whereas brother Creth 

this is the surname): being present at such a meeting; 
and having been called on to bring forward charges against 
brother ‘Taylor, which he refuses to do----and being in- 
formed from several sources, that his ground of ota. 
is for publishing a pamphlet styled “ Thoughts on Mis 
sions,” being apprised of said book and acquainted with 
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‘ts contents, we find no ground of censure against the 
author for said publication. This was the answer of the 
Church, after waiting for all the conviction that could be 
siven. The general and his auxiliaries left the place with 
great dissatisfaction, but more particularly with each 
other. Soon after a meeting was called, perhaps to hear 
of the expedition to Buck Run. The general would not 
go to the meeting, but wrote them an abusive letter, re- 
signed his office, and withdrew his membership from the 
society. His charge against his men at Buck Run was 
supine inactivity, that they did not help him more, and 
rather took sides with what he called the enemy----their 
charge against him was shameful cowardice, in refusing 
to bring on the action when he got on the field of action. 

‘¢ You must excuse the length of this detail of my own 
dangers in Kentucky: some ow Ae have ruined myself 
and lost all my friends by publishing my bad book, and 
lament that I did not die more than a year ago, when it 
looked as if the dropsy would kill me. It is probable 
I have lost some friends, but perhaps I have gained as 
many more; for many do say that Thoughts on Missions 
has opened their eyes. In the course of last year I was 
at eight associations. I made a present of one of m 
books to each association. ‘['woof them voted the book 
back to the author with indignant contempt; six others 
received them, and in some instances with public thanks. 
It is almost a universal practice amongst the Baptists in 
Kentucky, to select by private vote the persons who are 
to preach on Sunday at their associations. At six of 
these meetings, | was among the selected to preach on 
that day, though I had my books with me. This is an in- 
stance of as much popularity as ever attended my way ; 
and from this circumstance, | suppose three fourths of the 
Baptists in Kentucky read with some approbation 
Thoughts on Missions. About 450 copies are travelling 
where the people please to carry them: but many appear 
to think, that circulating such a book is raising the fist 
against God himself. Indeed the clamour from some is 
so loud, and their displeasure so great, that I fear they 
would rejoice to see me commit some penitentiary crime, 
so as to be punished for life. 

“I will here give you another statement. Last night, 
by candle-light, I had a meeting near the Indian Semi- 
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nary. A worthy ministering brother, of good informa. 
tion, whose name is Jas. Craig, who had Tived in Mis. 
souri upwards of two years, and just arrived from that 
country, came to my meeting. By my request he went 
forward to preach. His text was, “ The last enemy that 
Shall be sc pa is death.” After treating the subject 
with great and serious interest, to a crowded assembly, I 
followed him, with the continuation of the same awful 
subject. Great attention and solemnity seemed to per- 
vade the whole assembly. After I had done speaking, | 
asked a zealous brother for missions, to close the meeting. 
He rose with great warmth, and had not proceeded far 
before he made a personal pitch at me, and though not 
a word had been said by either of us about missions, with 
loud clamour he raved against those who would not 
send the gospel to the heathen. You can guess at the 
balance. ‘Though this person’s information is so limited, 
that he hardly knows whether he stands on his head or 
his heels, (for he has not even read the Latter day Lumi- 
mary,) yet he glories in uplifted, loud voice, with clenched 
fist ; and to use his own term, he means to fight for the 
good cause of missions. His rant last night among us, threw 
a shade over the pleasing part of our devotion. I hardly 
know whether you will be amused, or weep over us half- 
bred savages, fehting here in the woods. For some time 
ast, whenever a missionary meets with me, one of the 
best relished luxuries that he can enjoy, is to insult me. 
‘J now proceed to my apology for publishing Thoughts 
on Missions. In the first place, all that had come to our 
view in regard to late missionary undertakings, was on 
one side of the question. Much also had been published, 
and such representations and false colourin had been 
made, as were calculated to mislead the mind, and cause 
people to place an improper estimate upon the plans and 
schemes of men. From these considerations, with a con- 
scious responsibility both to God and man, I published 
my Thoughts on Missions. Nor could I with the con- 
victions I had, feel myself innocent to keep silence. — 
should not have deserved the name of a watchman 1 
God’s house. if I had not blew the trumpet, and gave 
warning when [ saw the sword coming. Ezek. xxxtl- 
It may be remembered too, when I began to write 
Thoughts on Missions, that I felt myself as at the gates 
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of the grave, and did not expect I should ever more min- | 

le much among men. [ was conscientious In what I did : 
and though some may wonder that the Lord did not kill 
me on the spot, for the wicked act, ethers perhaps will 
wonder more, when I tell them, that I am now as much 
in health as I ever was in my life,age excepted. Whe- 
ther the Lord has.added to my days, to be a witness for 
him yet on earth, is with himself. If I cando but little 
good while I stay, 1 hope he will keep me from doing 
harm in religious society. This has been my prayer the 
greater part of my life. Iam very sure it is not in my 
heart to touch the Lord’s anointed, or do his prophets 
any harm. But [ esteem it a very different thing, to 
deal faithfully with false prophets or false teachers. It 
is my belief they are’ not all yet dead, but are now in- 
ereasing very fast. Remember what Paul said te the El- 
ders at Ephesus, Acts xx. I have hitherto steered very 
clear of conflicts with preachers, whether they were good 
or bad: I have seldom been in their way or they in mine, 
Whether the balance of my days are to be equally peace- 
able is not for metosay. I hope the present bluster will 
blow over, and the people get to see things in their pro- 
per colours. 

I am so conscious of the correctness of my course in* 
publishing Thoughts on Missions, that if my book wer¢g 
now a blank, I should wish it filled again, and with near- 
ly the same it now contains. When I published my book, 
idid not expect it would set very well with some Bap- 
tists, even in Kentucky; but I did not anticipate, that 
my little scourge of small cords would make them rig- 
gle and twist, or pout and puff as much as they do, and 
especially those whom I did not implicate by name. If 
they would be more still, their own guilt would not be so 
obvious. It is probable that those most guilty in the Tem- 
ple traffick at Jerusalem, felt most the Saviour’s scourge ; 
and were the most determined on revenge; for soon after 
put him to death. I wish these hot-headed men, to 
understand once for all, that my belief is, to please them 
I must displease God. I am not prepared to make that 
kind of sacrifice, but should any think I have done wrong, 
and wish me bowed in the dust, (though the weakest 
lamb in the flock of Christ,) let him come to me with the 
law of the Saviour in his mouth. To wantenly sport with 
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the feelings ofmen, I consider an offence against religious 
or civil society—therefore says the apostle Paul, “Be 
courteous, be pitiful.’? Yet the same apostle directs con- 
cerning some, to rebuke them sharply that they may be 
sound in the faith. To meddle with or cast a shade over 
men’s character, a christian can feel no wish; but shall 
the best of all causes be put to the blush to secure either 
feelings or character among men! In this thing I shall 
judge for myself. Testimony is too strong for me to be 
much mistaken ; yet if you think I have done dishonour 
to the cause of heaven, I solicit not to spare grey hairs, 
feelings or character. Perhaps the greatest enemies to 
Thoughts on Missions, have never attentively read the 
book, but to answer their own purpose have given it a 
glance, by which they can cite parts of it in a garbled 
way, and put false constructions on it. Some indivi- 
duals of this cast at Elkhorn Association, prevailed on 
that body, to return the book to its author, when perhaps 
one tenth of them had not read it but in this garbled 
way. It is a shame for men to give their judgment but 
with conviction. Prov. xviii 13. Perhaps Salem Asso- 
ciation worked by the same rule, and voted the book back 
to its author, when he was not there. Six other associa- 
tions, as stated before, have received the book with cor- 
diality. 

My second plea for publishing Thoughts on Missions, is 
the standing of Baptist Missionary Societies in America, 
from first to last. They are self created, or created b 
Luther Rice, and not appointed by any Baptist Churc 
or Baptist Association. Their General Convention was 
created in the same way, and is an outrage on Baptist 
principles of republican government. What likeness to 
Baptists is there in their councils? Are the appellations 
used while at their business, and the marvellous affecta- 
tion of grandeur among them, like a Baptist Church or 
Association ? With all this pomp and affectation will they 
pretend to call themselves Baptists? It isa strong doubt 
with some, whether men who thus conform to the man- 
ners and spirit of this world, deserve a name in‘an or- 
derly Baptist Church, and especially such as urge for As- 
sociations to keep up a correspondence with them. Men 
so far departed from good order, when they come to the 
floor of an orderly Church, ought surely to be modest; but 
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one mark of antichrist, is to be very presuming, and Dan- 
iel’s little horn had a look more stout than his fellows, 
Perhaps the racket made against my book and its author 
is a good sign, and an indication of the death struggles 
of abad cause. It is said when animals die, they com- 
monly kick harder than at any other time in their life. 

For making free with individuals by name in my book, 
this is my apology. Franklin Association to which I be- 
long, long ago dropped or renounced correspondence with 
the Board of Foreign Missions. This non-intercourse 
act of the Association was for the proceedings of that 
connexion of people, so that I had no right to treat them 
any other way, than as outlandish men, and not as bre- 
thren with whom I wasin union and christian fellowship. 
One more apology and I shall conclude. It might look 
from parts of the book, that I was opposed to all mis- 
sionary efforts. This would be to contradict the actions 
of my life, for near half a century, for much of my poor 
little preaching has been in destitute places; and under 
proper arrangements and with well chosen instruments, 
nothing can be more laudable than to endeavour to spread 
the gospel, and bring to the knowledge of the truth. M 
time of life will not authorize me to expect to do iia 
more. Your brother in gospel bonds. 

JOHN TAYLOR. 


ES hel 
YOUNG MEN’S EDUCATION SOCIETY OF BOSTON. 


It would appear from the Second Report of the Direc- 
tors of the Auxiliary Education Society of the Young Men 
of Boston, that they are fully initiated into Lyman Bee- 
cher’s plans and calculations,* and are disposed heartily 





* We had once supposed that the bold and arrogant address of 
Lyman Beecher, would receive but little countenance from any 
quarter, not even from the inhabitants of New England. But in 
this we were mistaken. Six thousand copies of the address were 
printed by the New England Tract Society for distribution, and it 
appears to be considered as the standard of orthodoxy among the 
priesthood and their advocates to the north and east. How far such 
views will ultimately be extended, it is difficult to determine. Ex- 
ertions on the part of those who have advanced them, will not be 
wanting to render them general throughout the land, and the chil- 
dren of this world being wiser in their generation than the children 
of light, by subtilty and art, they often succeed in the accomplish- 
ment of their designs. 
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to engage in the work of supplying the population of the 
United States with “ competent religious teachers.” The 
editor of the Boston Recorder, who is ever ready to sound 
forth the praise of such as take an active part in any of 
the popular schemes of the day, and particularly when 
they favour the priesthood, speaking of this society, ob- 
serves: “ We trust that this society, embodying so much 
intelligence and zeal, will hold on its way rejoicing! 
One thousand dollars, poured into the treasury of the 
parent society, within two years, by this body of young 
men, is no slight testimony to their diligence and liberal- 
ity. It evinces that a generation is coming upon the stage, 
which will do no discredit to the memory of their fathers, 
when they shall have fallen asleep; and from which Zion 
may expect great things, and realize great things here- 
after.” We shall make a few extracts from the Report. 
After stating that notwithstanding all the efforts which 
have been made to furnish competent religious teachers, 
little more has been done than to supply the vacancies 
occasioned by death and other causes, they remark : 


‘¢ Qur population is increasing so fast, that the deficien- 
cy of competent religious teachers instead of 6,000, will in 
four years be 7,000----in eight years 8,000----in 12 years 
9,000, and so onward. Were the degeneracy, which has 
brought our country to her present situation, stationary 
here, there might be some hope of recovering her by ordi- 
nary efforts; but the rapidity of her downward course, 
shrouds her prospects almost in the gloom of despondency. 

«‘ For our present purpose, the population of the United 
States is estimated at 9,000,000. Let us now place the 
8,000,000, who are favoured with spiritual guides, “i 
themselves for a moment, and suppose the means, whic 
have furnished them with teachers, to continue in opera- 
tion, and be sufficient to supply the present and future 

enerations. Then could the energies of the nation be 
waked up to one great and continued effort----could 
2,000 young men be selected, and carried through their 
eight years study, at an annual expense of 200,000 dol- 
lars,----and could they be succeeded by two other classes 
of the same number, who should be conducted through 
their course in a similar manner, in twenty four years the 
deficiency of 6,000 teachers required for 6,000,000 of 
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people, might be supplied. But while this great work 
should be hastening to its accomplishment, another gene- 
ration of 6,000,000 would have sprung up as ignorant 
and destitute as that which preceded it. Should the 
same mighty effort be renewed for another twenty-four 
years, other causes continuing to operate as they have 
done for the last half century, and 6,000 ministers more 
be thus prepared for their sacred labours, still would there 
be a new population of 6,000,000 requiring the same ef- 
forts to be made for them. 

«¢ Will any one say, if after educating 6,000 young men 
at an expense of nearly 5,000,000 dollars again and 
again, the same work which now calls us into action will 
remain before us, it is better to do nothing ?----Suppose, 
then, nothing be done. Instead of S millions, there will 
be in twenty four years, 12 millions,----in forty eight 
years, 24 millions,----in seventy two years, 48 millions 
of people destitute of competent religious instruction 
within the bounds of the union. 

‘“ We confess, when we look at 6,000,000 of people, 
destitute of competent religious instruction, requiring 
6,000 young men to be educated at an expense of five 
millions of dollars for their supply, and reflect that these 
millions are increasing by hundreds of thousands annu- 
ally, the prospect is indeed dark, yea, awfully porten- 
tous. If virtue be the basis of a republic, we may well 
tremble for our safety.” 


It is easy to perceive that these young men are on the 
same track, and sound the same alarm with Lyman Bee- 
cher. ‘ The nation,” says L. Beecher, ‘ must be awa- 
kened to save itself by its own exertions [that is, by pre- 
paring and sending forth his competent religious instruc- 
tors| or we are undone.” We have no doubt but as a 
nation we should speedily be undone, if Lyman Beecher 
and his associates were to supply the United States with 
one of their “competent religious teachers” for every 
thousand inhabitants. It is certain that these teachers 
would then be able to carry every thing by vote; for a 
ea vig will nearly always vote in accordance with 
the wishes of their minister. Hence no one would be 
elected to any office in the government, but such as would 
promote their interest and enforce their views. What 
33 
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they should approve would be supported ; and what they 
should disapprove would be put down by law. Liberty 
to worship God according to the dictates of conscience: 
the liberty of speech and of the press; and the privilege 
of the people to choose their own teachers, we apprehend 
would very soon be taken away. As they deem none 
competent to preach the gospel but such as have had a 
college education, one of the first acts of the rulers they 
should elect, would probably be to prohibit any from 
preaching or giving instruction, save those who have been 
educated at a college, and the penalty for presuming to 
remonstrate or to speak against any of their proceedings, 
might be imprisonment, whipping, cutting off ears, or 
hanging; all of which have been done in this country 
under the influence of those called competent religious 
teachers, and the rulers amongst them. Whatever stands 
opposed to such measures in our present constitution, 
can easily be altered by means of a sufficient majority. 
We wish not to attribute improper motives to any class 
of men, but we do believe if Lyman Beecher’s system 
were fully to succeed, and to be carried into effect, it 
would produce no better results; for in point of arro- 
nt and bold assumption, his address could hardly be 
outdone. Not that we are so tncharitable as to believe, 
that most of those who have embraced his system, and 
espouse his cause, have an idea they should ever carry 
things to such lengths, but it is very well known that 
time and a train of circumstances and events following 
in succession, often change both the designs and the dis- 
positions of men, and in the end, they do things which at 
first had never entered into their minds. History fur- 
nishes numerous instances of this kind. When people 
take it for granted they are right, and are annoyed and 
thwarted by those they consider hereticks, and injurious 
to the cause of God; and all their reasoning and argu- 
ments fail to produce any effect, it is natural for them to 
attempt to support their cause and carry their point by 
secular force, if they have it in their power. his has 
ever been the case. We cannot suppose the first settlers 
in New England, on coming to this country to escape 
persecution and enjoy liberty of conscience, had an idea 
they should ever whip, crop, and hang those who differe? 
from them in religious prineiples. But what was the fact: 
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some of the Society of Friends coming among them, they 
were denominated a most accursed sect—for their testi- 
mony annoyed them; and as they had power in their 
hands, the rulers and the ruled being of the same faith, 
they enacted severe laws against them, imprisoned and 
whipped them. These things not answering the design 
intended, they proceeded to more efficient measures, till 
at length it resulted in putting several of them to death. 
And will any suppose there is any more true religion at 
this time in those and other parts, than there was at that 
day. Many circumstances would go to prove very clearly 
there is not so much. The principal reason therefore why 
certain societies do not now tear and rend such as are 
opposed to them, as they did in former times, is, because 
they have no claws to do it with—the reason they do not 
as heretofore oppress and destroy those who stand in 
their way, and thwart their interests and designs, is be- 
cause they have no horns or secular power. But some 
of them, or several of them united, may yet become pos- 
sessed of temporal power; and it is our belief they have 
not so much of true christianity and the spirit of torbear- 
ance, as to possess it without using it to the injury and 
oppression of others—especially if they are aithfully 
witnessed against, and their practices exposed. 


ede eee 
For the Reformer. 
CHURCH GOVERNMENT, 


“ The highest court Cmrist has fixed on earth, is a 
wors'ipping congregation, called a Church.’’* 

If this be true, and no man on the authority of the 
Scriptures can deny it, it is a subject worthy the serious at- 
tention of Christians to inquire, to what we are indebted 
for the combination of churches under the government of 
any man, as Pope, Patriarch or Bishop, or under any set of 
men however chosen, constituted, invested with their 
power or name? 

*‘ Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be 
broken in pieces.” Isai. viii.9. And until Jesus Christ, 
in his own time, shall break every image that is worship- 
vik aha 


* Thoughts on Missions, by John Taylor, page 11. 
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ped in ignorance and superstition, and roots up every 


plant that is not of the Heavenly Father’s planting 
schemes to create power over the consciences of men, and 
esse that will tend to the aggrandizement and worldly 

onour of artful and designing men, will not be wanting, 
Matt. xv. 13. Missionary Societies, Bible Societies and 
Theological Schools will be instituted, applauded and 
richly endowed ; for even wicked and ungodly men are 
made to believe, by the abettors of these institutions of 
men, that for their money they can give them a part in the 
work of God! Such paipable absurdity will open the 
eyes of sincere Christians, and the present infatuation and 
delusion will be succeeded by a brighter and a clearer 


day. 

The time will come when every church, (that is, every 
worshipping congregation) will know Christ Jesus as their 
alone head, and they will be subject to no others Where 
two or three (a very small church indeed) are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
Matt. xviii. 20. When this shall take place, the partition 
walls that priest craft has builded up to divide and _sub- 
divide Christians, will be broken down; Christ will teach 
his people himself; and as he is *¢ the light of the world,” 
John viii. 12. “the power of God ont the wisdom of 
God,” 1 Cor. i. 24. the great * minister of the sanctuary 
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord hath pitch- 
ed and not man,” all the noise and nonsense about educa- 
ting young men for the ministry, will cease to perplex 
Christians. They will depend upon Christ’s instruction 
in the case, ‘** Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that He 
will send forth labourers into his harvest,’’ Matt. ix. 38. 
and they will with all readiness of mind resign the choice 
of ministers to him, who calleth unto him whom he will; 
Mark iii. 13. and ordains them and sends them forth to 
preach, Mark iii. 14. ‘* not in the words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” 1 
Cor. ii. 13. 

Of the ministers that He will send, it will be observa- 
ble, that no one will ever seek to lord it over his heritage. 
They will never take the oversight of the flock for filthy 
lucre : they will never be curious about their own accom- 
modation, and their own hands will minister to their ne- 
cessities, they will preach the word, in the demonstration 
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of the Spirit and with power, “ with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven,” 1 Peter i. 12. and “ reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine,’ 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
O blessed and happy day—the Lord God omnipotent, 
will take to himself his reat power and reign, and his 
enemies will be scattered. M. 


ow wD) Goren 


For the Reformer. 
‘6 THINGS AS THEY ARE.” 


To rescue the mind from the slavery of prejudice, is 
perhaps the most useful task we can possibly undertake, 
either in regard to ourselves or others. But such is the 
tendency in human nature to error, that an impartial ex- 
amination, either of our own opinions, or the sentiments 
of others, is carefully avoided, lest the truth should ap- 
pear in its native hue and shape, to the effectual over- 
throw of these darling idols of the mind. Hence, the 
greater part of mankind lull themselves into an imperfect 
security, satisfied with opinions because they are current, 
or contented with certain doctrines because they are cher- 
ished as infallible truths by the particular sect or party 
to which they are attached. Thus, prejudice is allowed 
to usurp the place of reason, and error of truth; and the 
mind is left to labour under impressions which the falsity 
of opinion has created, or the force of custom imposed. 

To inculcate erroneous principles is frequently the ar- 
tifice of designing men, whose interest it is to conceal 
the truth and darken the understanding. But to no class 
of men is this remark more applicable, than to the hire- 
ling ministers of the present day, who after the prelimi- 
nary ofa collegiate education, without any other qualifica- 
tion save merely human, are ordained, to preach for the 
gospel the commandments of men. Thus prepared and 
commissioned, they embark in the trade, under the spe- 
cious and imposing appearance of sanctity, with all the 
eloquence of language, and “ the enticing words of man’s 
wisdom.” To illustrate and enforce their favourite doc- 
trines, are their efforts directed, as also to acquire the re- 
putation of eloquent and learned men ; and having under- 
takenit with views of personal interest, it may justly be 
supposed, that in disseminating their sectarian principles, 

o4+ 
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it is not with them an affair of conscience, whether they 
are the principles of truth or falsehood, so as they secure 
to themselves the stations of affluence and ease. Actions 
cannot rise higher than the motives, any more than the 
stream can rise higher than the fountain : thus from cor- 
rupt views we may anticipate a corrupt ministry ; and as 
long as their motives are impure, their actions must ne- 
cessarily be so. 

But the hirelings of the present day, are eminently 
characterized by covetousness, by which they are reduced 
below the ioral of even heathen mediocrity ; for the 
teachers of heathen philosophy, preached to, and in- 
structed the people freely and without charge,* so that 
their well directed energies were crowned with success ; 
for history informs us, that Phedon and Polemon were 
brought off from their debaucheries, by the labours of 
Socrates and Xenocrates—seals indeed to their ministry ; 
but where shall we look for the fruits of the “ hireling F” 
We may indeed discover fruits, but they are those of a 
corrupt character, viz. extravagance, pride and covetous- 
ness, corroborative of scripture testimony, “ like people, 
like priest.” Of this truth, each succeeding day’s ob- 
servation may inform us, and we in vain look for the ge- 
nuine fruits of temperance, humility, and self-denial.— 
The following fact is offered, to show the mercenary dis- 
position of these money-loving teachers, at which even 
‘‘hirelings” possessed of the least sensibility must blush. 
1 divine (to speak in fashionable phraseology) in this ci- 
ty, has not scrupled to declare, “ that his end in preach- 
ing was a wie having no other means of procuring a 
livelihood.” ‘Thus according to his own confession, he is 
to deceive the people, by assuming the ministerial office 
to support himself in a good living, feeding his hearers 
with flowers, whilst he enjoys the fruit. But we ask, 
can a blessing be expected on such hands, or any thing 
that passes through them? Since it is emphatically de- 
clared in holy writ, “1 sent them not, nor commanded 
them: arsine: they shall not profit my people at all, 





* “Jt was the familiar custom of the great Socrates, to preach to, 
or instruct the people in just, grave, and virtuous manners ; and 
this he did frequently, at any time of the day, and in the very 
streets as occasion served ; and as his good genius moved him : nel- 
thet was he an /ireling, for he did it gratis.” [ Penn. 
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saith the Lord.”? The labours of such, must prove inef- 
fectual to reform others, who are themselves unreformed. 
The necessary qualifications of a true gospel minister, 
have been so amply and satisfactorily discussed and de- 
monstrated, that it will be altogether unnecessary to 
point them out now; but whether persons of the charac- 
ter of the one just mentioned, are true ministers of Christ, 
and “ sent of the Father,’ we leave others to determine. 
A FRIEND TO REFORMATION. 
Baltimore, 1821. 


——— ¢ a= 


For the Reformer. 


ON FREE MASONRY.* NO. Il. 


In my first number I spake of Cuariry, as being li- 
mited by Masons to those who are initiated into their 
mysteries. Before entering on the proposed contrast, 
it is proper that I define the charity referred to. It con- 








* Note by the Editors.—We have received a letter from asubscri- 
ber and an esteemed correspondent, in which he observes, “ It was 
very unexpected to find the columns of the Reformer giving place 
to a communication on Free Masonry, that should speak so exalt- 
edly of the institution.” 

If we had not known that the design of the writer on Masonry, 
was so far from wishing to exalt it, that it was his intention to de- 
preciate the system, and discountenance an adherence to it, we 
should not have commenced the publication of his numbers. Our 
minds have long since been satisfied from our own observations, and 
from the testimony of candid and pious persons who had belonged 
to the society, that a true christian will never be an active Mason, 
but come out from among them and be separate. For that the ex- 
alted titles, sumptuous and expensive feasts, pomp and parade, 
merriment and glee among them, are wholly inconsistent with the 
christian religion, and will have a direct tendency to destroy its in- 
fluence on the heart, there can be no doubt. 

From the mild manner in which Candidus has taken up the sub- 
ject, we presume he wishes to remove any .prejudice that might 
otherwise be against him, and secure a favourable hearing from the 
Masons themselves. When more of his communications are re- 
ceived, we shall be better able to judge of their tendency. But 
we will just inform Candidus, that however “ancient and honeur- 
able’? he may believe the institution once to have been, we are de- 
ci\ledly of the opinion, that we are indebted to a much Aigher and 
purer source than Free Masonry, for the “ preservation of the Ho- 
by Scriptures, and with them the knowledge and worship of the One 
God.” 















208 THE REFORMER. 


sists then, not exclusively in those acts of beneficence 
which have for their object the relief of the distresses of 
the poor, the feeding of the hungry, clothing of the naked, 
&c. in which respect I have reason to believe the frater- 
nity are not slack towards those without the pale of their 
society: but it is essentially that state of mind and heart 
generated by the divine Tienes which breathes “ peace 
on earth, and good will towards men ;” and being matur- 
ed into principle, is the undeviating rule of conduct to- 
wards all, even though without the peculiar “ mark in 
the forehead or in the hand.” A state (which mere 
“Masonry cannot effect, much as it may boast) rendering 
men willing to suffer all things rather than break the 
sacred bond of philanthropy, and qualifying them practi- 
cally to fulfil the Law or Love, without the coercion of 
human obligations, and beyond the limits of Masonic fel- 





lowship. But to the point proposed. 


FREE MASONRY 

in its purity professes to “ unite 
‘all men of sense, knowledge, and 
“worthy qualities, not only by a 
*‘ reciprocal love of the fine arts, 
“but still more by the great 
*‘ principles of virtue, where the 
interest of the fraternity might 
become that of the whole hu- 
‘“‘man race; where all nations 
“ might increase in knowledge, 
‘‘and where every subject in 
“every country, might exert 
“himself without jealousy, live 
“‘without discord, and embrace 
“mutually without forgetting, 
* or too scrupulously remember- 

ing, the spot in which he was 
* born.” 

But the mght of membership 
in this Society is predicated on 
certain obligations and ceremo- 
nials to which the genuine Chris- 
tian will not readily submit, and 
on certain corporeal and mental 
qualifications tending necessarily 
to exclude a great portion of 
mankind from its benefits. 


The design of the Institution 
is stated to be, “ to moralize and 





CHRISTIANITY 

in its purity, has the power, 
which Free Masonry ever will 
want, of uniting all mankind, by 
a certain internal and spiritual 
operation, qualifying them for 
communion with Gop, and con- 
sequently for fellowship one 
with another: and with this es- 
sential inward qualification, fit- 
ting them for usefulness in so- 
ciety, appointing to them their 
respective spheres of duty, and 
preserving them harmoniously 
therein. And this privilege is 
freely bestowed on all who ase 
obedient to its teachings; among 
these are the illiterate, the blind, 
the halt and the maimed, male 
and female, without respect of 
persons, unshackled by obliga- 
tions of any kind but that of love, 
swectly constraining them to the 
fulfilment of every duty required 
by the Decalogue. 


By making men good Chris- 
tians, they necessarily become 
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“form men into good citizens 
“and good subjects; to make 
“them inviolable in their pro- 
“mises, faithful votaries to the 
“God of Friendship, humane, 
‘and more lovers of liberality 
‘than of recompence.” Truly 
praiseworthy is this design, but 
low specious and sincere soever 
it be, still it must have this ef- 
fect in a very limited degree, 
every system of morality, not 
founded on a divine basis, being 
like a house built upon the sand. 


Even “the sanctity which at- 
“tends the moral qualities of 
“this Society,” is not binding 
beyond its limits, for many who 
think themselves obliged strict- 
ly to observe the rules of hones- 
ty, forbearance, chastity, &c. as 
Masons, do transgress them in 
their dealings with the rest of 
mankind. 


The advocates for Free Ma- 
sonry say, that “it is not bound- 
“ed by the display of virtues 
“merely civil, or a severe, sa- 
““vage, sorrowful, and misan- 
“thropic kind of philosophy, 
“ disgusting to its votaries. The 
“establishment under consider- 
‘ation renders men amiable by 
“* the attraction of innocent plea- 
“sures, pure joys, and rational 
“‘ gaieties.” That “every vice 
“‘ of the head and heart is exclu- 
“ ded—Libertinism, irreligion, 
“incredulity, and debauchery, 
“are banished as unqualified.” 


How far these vices of the head 
and heart, are excluded from 
“Masons as men, when out of the 
enclosure of a Lodge, let their 
Own consciences bear witness. 


By some, the origin and pro-; 


gress of Free Masonry is traced 
from the Holy Wars in Pales- 
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good citizens and subjects, their 
promises are inviolable, their 
“‘vea being yea, and their nay, 
nay,’—though they “ swear not 
at all”? 'Their system of moral- 
ity has for its foundation, that on 
which the Apostles and Prophets 
built, “ Jesus Curist himself be- 
ing the chief corner stone.” 
And we have the testimony of 
holy writ, that “ other sure foun- 
dation can no man lay.” 


Christians consider the moral 
law universally binding, so that 
if their lot were cast among Hea- 
thens, Jews or Turks, they would 
from principle, abstain from dis- 
honesty, discord, adultery, &c. 
they would do violence to no 
man, and would ever be “ more 
willing to give than to receive.” 


Christianity rightly under- 
stood, has nothing in it either 
“ savage, sorrowful or misanthro- 
pic,” on the contrary, its vota- 
ries are encouraged to “ rejoice 
evermore, pray without ceasing, 
and in every thing give thanks,” 
and “to love as brethren.” It 
has moreover the happy power, 
of enabling those who embrace 
it, rightly to distinguish innocent 
from hurtful pleasures, pure from 
sensual joys, and rational con- 
tentment from .evity. The want 
of discernment in these things, 
has been highly injurious to the 
morals, reputation and estate of 
many a Free Mason, and will 
still continue to be, without that 
“ Wisdom that is profitable to di- 
rect.” 


Christianity disclaims and ab- 
hors all connexion with the spi- 
rit of Crusade. Its “ kingdom 
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tine.* It is probable that much 
of what is connected with these 
misnamed ‘“ holy” wars, has 
since been incorporated with 
Masonry; but if I did not be- 
heve it of better and more an- 
cient origin, I should at once de- 
nounce it as founded in fanati- 
cism, ambition, bigotry and cru- 
elty, notwithstanding all that is 
pretended to the contrary: for 
the fountain being corrupt, the 
streams must be corrupt also. 


is not of this world,” therefore 
its subjects are forbidden, under 
any pretence, to have recourse 
to carnal weapons, or to engage 
in the destructive warfare of 
“the kings, princes, nobles, and 
citizens” of this world. It sub- 
jugates that Just which the 
Apostle James declares to be 
the source of wars and fightings, 
and preserves mankind in the 
meekness and humility, which 
shone with such Divine lustre 


in its Founder, and continues to 
be the glory of His people. 


I fear I have trespassed somewhat on the limits of the 
Reformer: my wish is to be brief, therefore will defer 
the conclusion of the contrast for the next number. 

Canpipuvs. 





—~. + oe 
[From a London Paper.] 


TYTHES IN ENGLAND. 


A non-resident Rector of a Living, containing six 
Churches and two Chapels of Ease, a population of 50,000 
people, scattered over a country of about 8 miles in ex- 
tent, producing under very moderate collection of great 
Tythes, only 3 to 4,000/. per annum; has the influence 
of a noble marquis, and he gets an act of parliament to 
divide it into six separate rectories to enable him to sell 
five of them, and make a settlement upon his wife. 

Having disposed of the five for 12,000. he resumes the 
sixth, being by far the largest and richest, and grants a 
rent of lease and perpetual sale (to avoid simony) to an 
attorney, whe having got possession, commences his op- 
erations by sending a person to every householder to ask 
the following questions : 

1. How many acres of wheat, oats, or barley, &c. &c. 
have you sown? 

2. What meadow and what pasture land ? 

3. What horses, cows, sheep, &c. &c.? 

4. Are your horses employed in husbandry, wholly or 
partly, and how many for pleasure ? 


— 
_—o m4 





* See © Potis-Town Times,” July 18, 1821, 
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5. How many chimnies in your house ? 

6. If married and how many children ? 

7. What pigs, poultry, bees, &c. &c. &c.? 

8. Have you a garden, vinery, pinery, hot walls, &c.: 

9. What grass crops, turnips, potatoes, &c. &c.? 

The duties are performed in some instances by the 
new purchase rectors who are resident ; in other cases by 
curates ; and if the lawyer succeeds in his new system of 
charges, the example will be followed, not only by the 
other five rectors, but by all the clergy in the kingdom. 

Having coaxed some and threatened others,he succeeds 
in prevailing “eo many to pay him after the following man- 
ner, by way of compromise for one year, but subject to 


be altered or increased whenever he thinks fit to put an 


end to the present bargain. 
Mr. A. B. ToS. T. 


To tithe upon 5 acres of wheat, 4 
10 acres of oats, 6 
10 acres of clover, 5 
20 acres of meadow, 10 
To adjustment for 3 horses occasionally em- 
ployed for hire, 2 at 18s. and one for plea- 


ocoon 
ocoo 





sure only, 22s. 318 0 
To 20 milking cows, at 2 guineas each, 42 0 0 
To 20 young heifers, 1 and 2 years old, 5 0 0 
To tithe of lambs, 1 in 7, 15s. and 20s. 15 0 0 
To sucking pigs, 30s. eggs, 2s. poultry, 5s. 

bees, 2s. 6d. 119 6 
To two chimnies, 4d. each, man and wife, 8d. 

4 children, 2d. each, 020 
To _— 2s. 6d. tithe of vegetables, 10s. 012 6 
To fruit, 010 0 

97 2 0 


[Where such a state of things exists, it is no wonder 
there should be hordes of deists and infidels. | 


oD ¢ Gene 


Hindoo Mission to convert the English Bishops.—We have been 
told, says a London paper, that seven Bramins are on their voyage 
to England in the ship “ Good Intent,” with a plan for converting 
the English Bishops to Brahminism. [Philad. Saturday Ev. Post. 
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Extract from an oration delivered by Wm. Crafts, Esq. before the 
New England Society of South Carolina, at the late centurial 
celebration of the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, Massa- 
chusetts. 


“It is not true, as a general position, that the soil of 
this continent ever belonged to the savage—lIt is a rule, 
that the capacity to improve, gives the best right to enjoy. 
It is also a rule, that when the exercise of one right be- 
comes incompatible with the due use of another, that 
which is least important shall be discontinued. Now, 
what are we to believe was the design of the Almighty in 

lacing man upon the earth? That he might draw forth 
its latent resources—enlighten its hidden recesses—in- 
crease its capacities of production—analyze its substance, 
and adorn its surface with mansions of comfort and hap- 
piness, nurseries of literature, and temples of piety. And 
wherefore did he give to him the magnificent ocean? 
That he might traverse it for health, for pleasure, for 
riches, for learning, for liberty, for conquest, and for glo- 
ry. Shall the hunter stand at the mouth of the forest 
and oppose the entrance of civilized man? Shall the sa- 
vage lift his tomahawk against the decree of the Al- 
mighty, and forbid the gospel to enlighten the heathen ; 
or the wilderness to blossom like the rose? Shall the ter- 
ritories, fitted to sustain thousands in polished life, be the 
domain to sustain a few indolent stragglers? As well 
may the fisherman stand up in his canoe and call the 
ocean his! The agriculturalist is entitled to as much of 
the forest as he needs. The chase must yield to the 

lough. If the Indian will not change his habits, he must 
alter his abode. When the fox becomes tame, he may 
abide in the city, and when the Indian condescends to be 
civilized, he may abandon the woods. We now take, 
without ceremony, the possessions of a lunatic, holding 
them in trust for his reviving reason.” 

Upon this oration the Editor of the Baltimore Morn- 
ing Chronicle remarks : 

‘It is not true,’’ states the Orator, in the outset, * that 
the soil of this country ever did belong to the Savages.” 
To whom then did the soil originally belong; to the wild 
beasts or birds of prey, that sought their abode in the wil- 
derness ? Why has our government entered into treaties 
with red men, for the purchase of their lands—why has 
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money been paid on such contracts, and why have we 
not acted the part of savages, and cut the throats of all 
the Indians because we are more enlightened than they P 
We tremble when we hear such doctrines advanced at 
the present day, because they show us how nearly allied 
civilized men are to savages. Extirpation must, accord- 
ing to this logic, form the law of the day, and the white 
standard of our Redeemer must be stained with the bleod 
of fellow man. The orator has endeavoured to show, 
and his principles carry him to the full length of this 
question, that no mortal man has a right to his ewn es- 
tate. Establish the right, that the most knowing and in- 
telligent pre claim a right to the property of others, not 
so highly gifted, and not only all the land, but even the 
ocean likewise, may thus become the property of one 
man. He might extirpate lawfully by fire and sword, all 
the rest of God’s creation, both man and beast, and set 
himself the solitary individual sovereign and survivor of 
the universe. Who would believe, that this doctrine was 
maintained by one, who is now with us on his passage to 
the tomb; whose grave will not measure a larger circum- 
ference and extent than that of a poor Indian, nor re- 
ceive more favour hereafter from the God of the white 
men, the red men, and the black.” 


———D ¢ Ga 
PRACTICAL CHARITY. 


In our last number was noticed a remark of Charles Benjamin, 
and the practical illustration of Charity, which he presented to his 
brethren. “ We have been talking,” says he, “ of charity—it would 
be good to put it in exercise!” and then gave his shilling towards 
procuring a great coat for one of his needy brethren to protect him 
from the cold on going to his work. It would be well, and brin 
much honour to the gospel, if there were more such illustrations 
of charity in the world, and there was a disposition and willingness 
to help those who really need assistance, and are not wanting in 
their endeavours to help themselves. But covetousness is a dis- 
tinguishing characteristick of the present age, and when it once 
has a firm hold on a man’s affections, it is exceedingly difficult ever 
to be removed. A person cannot guard against it with too much 
care, as it steels the heart against the wants of others, and must 
shut him out from the kingdotn of heaven. This principle is the 
fruitful source of injustice, fraud and oppression, and the Apostle 
declares it to be idolatry; but those most under its influence, ap- 
pear in general either ignorant of possessing*it, or else consider it 
no sin. ~ 

35 
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It is no proof that a man is not covetous because he gives libe. 
rally to some of the popular undertakings of the day. Many who 
grind the faces of the poor, and extort the last farthing from the 
necessitous, wish to have a good name among men, or be consid. 
ered generous—and hence they will give their hundreds and thous- 
ands. In these instances, pride only gets the better of their co. 
vetousness, for it is a rule in nature, that the most powerful prin- 
ciple will always govern. At the very time they make such large 
donations, they are just as covetous as when they are oppressing 
the poor and defrauding the innocent ; but in these cases, there is 
nothing to bring their pride into exercise. They wish to appear 
liberal and be respected among the rich and great, but the appro- 
bation and esteem of the poor they consider of little account. 

_ Many will use much art, and take the greatest pains to reduce 
the wages of the industrious poor so very low, that they can scarce- 
ly procure for themselves and families the necessaries of life; when 
at the same time, if called on to contribute to some splendid and 
popular undertaking, or to erect a magnificent house of worship, 
they can hand forth the most liberal sums. In short, a great part 
of what is bestowed and contributed in the present day, is done 
without any true exercise of charity. They are called upon, per- 
haps, by some very respectable members of society, and are ad- 
dressed in such a way, that they cannot well refuse to give:—or 
they have been prevailed on to become members of some of the 
numerous associations now existing, and they would forfeit their 
* gpeputation and bring upon themselves reproach, were they not to 

pay the requisite demands. x 

To judge therefore of the extent of charity and liberality now 
amongst mankind by the amount of money obtained, would be a 
very uncertam criterion. How many give grudgingly, and would 
very gladly avoid giving if it was well in their power, or they could 
refuse with a good grace and without losing a good name. We want 
mo greater proof of the true state of men’s hearts, and the covet- 
ous disposition of their minds, than to see how hard and difficult 
it is even for the rich to rénder assistance in a private way to their 
poor neighbours, and in many instances near relations. It is hardly 
necessary, perhaps, to state, that whatever is given to be seen of 
men, or to procure honour and esteem, and not from a true prin- 
vr of sincerity and love, is not generosity—nor will it ever be 
@f any account to us im the sight of God. 


Ca ee eae 


In the fast con Sad Remembrancer, under the head of CaucvTTa, 
we eive an article prefaced Progress of Relizion in the Army; 
Ginn which the following is extenaied tke ' 

“ On the 21st. of July (says Mr. Lawson, an English Baptist Mis- 
Bionary,) at the request of our brethren, composing the church in 
the 17th regiment, I attended their church meeting in the Fort. I 
staid with them from two o’clock till near five, and our meeting 
was indeed a pleasant one. Four soldiers, candidates for bop 
wave in their expevigstce.—These brethren will, it is expected, be 
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baptized next month. I have engaged to attend this monthly 
church meeting regularly.” Rog 

Speaking of the want of success amongst the natives in Calcutta, 
he observes : Be Ba 

“ We, together with our fellow-labourers, are casting in the seed, 
but we perceive no effects. We call to repentance, but none 
seem to obey the call. The natives collect in numbers to hear the 
word of God proclaimed; they listen sometimes attentively, some- 
times they nod assent to what we say, and some appear cordially 
toapprove. At other times they mdicule or oppose with viru- 
lence : but the service concludes, and the people disperse again, 
and all seems forgotten. This state of things, has now continued 
for two or three years, and no fruits appear.” 

It is not surprising, that the Missionaries should have no more ef- 
fect upon the natives, when so many of those engaged in killing 
and oppressing them, are the professed followers of that religion 
tendered for their acceptance, and are viewed in that light by the 
Missionaries themselves. What grounds can the Hindoos have for 
believing from such specimens of christianity, that to embrace it, 
will make them either better, or render them more acceptable to 
the divine Being. Novery great success, we apprehend, will at- 
tend any missionary efforts in India, or elsewhere, till those who 
profess the christian religion, cease from slaughtering and killing 
their fellow men. 


> Giese 


Munificence.—The last Christian Disciple states, that an un- 
known donor, has lately transmitted to the Evangelical Society in 
Massachusetts, through the Rey. Dr. Channing, the sum of two 
thousand dollars, “to be appropriated by them in the manner they 
shall judge most beneficial to the cause of liberal christianity.” 

[Providence Patriot. 


We hope it will be employed in feeding the hungry, and cloth- 
ing the naked at home, and not shipped off to Serampore, to kee 
company with the thousands which our pious and worthy fellow citi- 
zens bestowed upon the agent of the British Missionary Society, 
[.Mr. Ward,] who lately visited this country on a wheedling em- 
bassy. We sometimes smile at the credulity of John Bull. But 
honest Jonathan has surely his share of it, when he passes by the 
want of elementary schools (the bes: nurseries of religion,) at his 
own door, and generously opens his purse to pamper Sevigen pre- 
lates, and build theological palaces in another hemisphere. 

[National Intelligencer. 


——— + Gee. 


It appears that the English government in India, entertain some 
degree of jealousy towards the missionaries sent to that country 
from New England. Mr. Garret, who was sent out to Ceylon, by 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, more 
than a year ago, to form and superintend a printing establishment 
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in aid of their other missionary operations in that Island, had re. 
ceived peremptory orders from the | ihe aes to take his de- 
parture within about three months from the time of his arrival, 
“The Missionaries,” says the Boston Recorder, “ very earnestly and 
ably interceded with Sir Edward Barnes, the Lieut. Governor, for 
his continuance, but without success.”’ 


— + @2— 


Extract of a letter from a person residing in Paris, to a friend in 
New York, dated July 1, 1820. 


“The state of religion, in France, is truly lamentable; amon 
the Catholics, it can scarcely be said to exist. Many injudicious ef- 
forts have been made to revive it, but the people in general, are 
tired of the superstition of the Romish Church, and, unless a pure 
doctrine is taught them, they will have no religion at all. The 
lower classes are free-thinkers without reasoning, and the higher 
classes, by reasoning.—Whether it is in the order of Providence, 
that France should soon be converted, or should long remain infi- 
del France, we cannot at present understand.” 
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Ecclesiastical Establishment.—It is calculated, that there are at 

resent in France, 2849 curates, 22,244 temporary curates, 5301 
vicars, 1462 regular priests, and 873 almoners of colleges and hos- 
pitals. The number of priests regularly officiating, including those 
who do not receive pay from the treasury, amounts to 36,185.— 
1361 French priests, died in the year 1819, and in the same year 
there were 1401 ordinations. [National Gazette. 


Extract of a letter to the Editors, from one of the New England 
States. 


“*Our mutual friend T. T. being in this place, introduced to my notice 
the Reformer. I rejoiced that such a work existed, as I have often thought 
that something of the kind was much wanting, particularly at this time, 
when a priestly influence is extending itself in all directions, and which 
(to use the expression of another,) is a dark body, forming an eclipse be- 
tween the consciences of men and their Creator. I think the work will 
do much good, and have a tendency to awaken those feelings and princi- 
ples, which are known to exist with large numbers of our citizens, but 


which have been kept dormant through the baneful influence of priest- 
craft. 


The receipts of the Church Missionary Society for the preceding year, 
were upwards of 178,000 dollars, and the receipts of the London Mission- 
ary Society for the same period, amounted to 115,000 dollars. 
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